
Las Positas Elementary School’s Assessment Policy 
 
The purpose of this document is to clarify teachers’ understanding of the assessment process 
within our school setting. It is a constantly evolving document that reflects our school’s unique 
assessment needs. Our assessment philosophy applies to the whole school and is to be 
communicated to, and understood by, all continuing and new teachers, students, parents, 
administrators, and other stakeholders. It is directly linked to our mission statement which is: 
 
To develop inquiring, knowledgeable, and caring students who become active, 
compassionate, life-long learners and globally responsible citizens. 

 
 
International Baccalaureate Programme Standards and Practices Standard C4: 
Assessment at the school reflects IB assessment philosophy. 
 
● C4.1: Assessment at the school aligns with the requirements of the programme(s). 
● C4.2: The school communicates its assessment philosophy, policy and procedures to the 
school community. 
● C4.3: The school uses a range of strategies and tools to assess student learning. 

These may include, but are not limited to: observations, rubrics, reflections, and other 
types of formative and summative assessments.  

● C4.4: The school provides students with feedback to inform and improve their learning. 
● C4.5: The school has systems for recording student progress aligned with the assessment 
philosophy of the programme(s). 
● C4.6: The school has systems for reporting student progress aligned with the assessment 
philosophy of the programme(s). 

These may include, but are not limited to: report cards, digital portfolios, conferences, 
assemblies, the exhibition, messages to the home.  

● C4.7: The school analyzes assessment data to inform teaching and learning. 
● C4.8: The school provides opportunities for students to participate in, and reflect on, the 
assessment of their work. 
● C4.9: The school has systems in place to ensure that all students can demonstrate a 
consolidation of their learning through the completion of the Primary Years Programme 
Exhibition. 
 
 
Our Philosophy  
 
A comprehensive program of quality assessment encourages all students and teachers to be 
active, reflective thinkers who demonstrate the IB Learner Profile attributes. 
 
 



Our Belief Statement 
 
We believe that assessment is an ongoing process that communicates and facilitates a 
student’s acquisition of knowledge, understanding of concepts, and mastery of skills to the 
students, parents, and teachers of our school community. 
 
We believe that the use of a variety of assessment tools most effectively addresses the 
individual needs and learning styles of our students, as well as best informs and guides our 
instruction and development of learning engagements. 
 
We believe reflection is a vital component of assessment for both students and teachers, 
promoting inquiry and inviting opportunity for action. 
 
 
Assessment 
 
The focus of assessment in an IB Primary Years Programme school is to help students develop 
the five essential elements of learning:  the understanding of concepts, the acquisition of 
knowledge, the mastering of skills, the development of attitudes and the decision to take action. 
Students, parents, staff and administration must have a clear understanding of what is being 
assessed, the criteria for success and the method by which the assessment is made.  Active 
involvement of both students and teachers results in meaningful and accurate assessment.  
 
Assessment is a continuous process that allows teachers and students to identify areas of 
strength and areas that need improvement, as well as the effectiveness of the programme. It is 
a daily activity, and takes various forms. There are two main categories of assessment: 
 

● Formative Assessment is interwoven with daily learning and helps teachers find out what 
students already know, understand, and can do, in order to plan for further student 
learning and growth. Formative assessment occurs throughout a learning unit or 
process. 

● Summative Assessment takes place at the end of a learning unit or process and is 
planned in advance. It is a chance for teachers and students to evaluate progress and 
demonstrate what has been learned over the course of time. It is a formal ending point to 
a taught unit or of a process but not necessarily the end of student learning in the areas 
being assessed. 
 

 
 
 
 



Purpose of Assessment 
 
The prime objective of assessing students’ learning, performance, and attitude toward learning 
is to provide feedback that will: 
 

● Help students recognize their level of understanding, inform them of their achievements, 
and ultimately promote lifelong learning and self-reflection 

● Encourage teachers to reflect on instructional effectiveness and support the planning of 
differentiated learning activities for students 

● Inform parents of their child’s learning, development, and accomplishments 
 

Guiding Principles of Assessment 
 
Assessments should: 
 
     ●    Be designed at the beginning of the unit or lesson planning stage and be modified when  

necessary to meet the individual needs of students 
     ●    Allow for student choice whenever possible 
     ●    Be differentiated for ability and learning styles 
     ●    Provide criteria to students that is known and understood in advance 
     ●    Assess what students know and can do 
     ●    Include opportunities for collaboration  
     ●    Promote self and peer evaluation and reflection 
     ●    Provide opportunities to share knowledge and skills 
     ●    Motivate students to take action 
 
Signatures:  


